On Board Power

Tiara C39 Coupe
Impressive style, performance and comfort highlight this
new offering from a veteran builder
By Peter A. Robson

L

eon Slikkers founded what
was to become Tiara Yachts more than 60 years ago. He became
one of the first boat builders to use fibreglass. Over the years his
passion for the craft earned his family-owned company a reputation as one of North America’s top quality powerboat manufacturers. Today, the Slikkers family’s Michigan-based company
operates under the banner of S2 Yachts. The brand includes both
the Tiara and Pursuit lines of powerboats. Tiara is doing very
well with its recent IPS-powered Coupe series, which includes
the C39 reviewed here. The three coupe models represent a new
generation of Tiaras designed to combine modern styling with
quality construction and engineering. The C53 was introduced
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in 2013 and the C44—which
won the AIM award for best
powerboat in the 40 to 50-foot
category—was introduced in
late 2014 (see review in PY,
March 2015). The C39 Coupe
was introduced in 2016 and
it follows the lead set by its
larger siblings. All three are
solid, well-built, well-performing yachts.
Design and Construction The C39 hull is based

on Tiara’s successful 36
Open hull, which was said to
provide a confident ride in
any conditions. It has a sharp

entry and traditional strakes
with chines modified slightly
to adapt to the Volvo-Penta
pod drives. It is interesting
to note that when pod drives
first appeared on the market,
their compact design allowed
engines to be placed further
aft than with shaft drives. This
opened up more accommodation/storage space. The
problem was that doing so
moved the centre of gravity
further aft and as a result,
performance often suffered,
making it more difficult to get
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onto the plane. Tiara was one
of the first builders to utilize
pod drives, yet their engines
are located in pretty well the
same location as they would
be with shaft drives.
The C39 hull is hand-laid,
with a solid fibreglass bottom
and balsa-cored hull sides.
Balsa is also used to core the
deck and house. The stringers
are built with foam cores with
a wood skin, then glassed over
and to the hull bottom. There
is debate over the advantages
and disadvantages of balsa
versus synthetic coring materials, but Tiara firmly believes
that in most cases, balsa is
the best core material when
used above the waterline. To
avoid issues of water ingress,
wherever there is a cutout,
with cleats for example, solid
fibreglass is used in place of
the balsa coring. Tiara hulls
are painted with Imron, which
the company favours over
traditional gelcoat.

The interior of the C39 is
built outside the hull as a
single unit, then installed
in one piece. This is considered better than traditional
stick-built interiors in that it is
much easier to install all the
wiring, plumbing and such
accurately and neatly without
having to crawl around inside
the hull.
On Deck The 39, like many

recent coupes/express cruisers, was designed to have a
seamless transition between
the same-level saloon, galley
and cockpit, divided only
by a wall of glass with wide
sliding doors. This results in
a significantly larger entertaining space than when the
components are all on different levels.
A generous swim platform,
with gated stairs to the cockpit
to port and starboard, further
expand the living space,
especially when utilizing the

optional electric grill on the aft
side of the transom island. The
transom island itself is hinged,
and when raised electrically, it
reveals a large trunk area with
ample storage space for fenders, lines and such, as well as a
hatch to access the pod drives.
The cockpit has a linear
settee at the forward end of
the transom island and two
aft-facing single seats. There
is a gloss teak table that can
be used for dining or lowered
by switching pedestal bases
to serve as a coffee table. The
cockpit sole on the test boat
was fitted with a removable carpet. Overhead is an
optional but pricy ($16,000)
Makefast powered sunshade
that covers most of the cockpit
when extended.
The side decks are reasonably wide, and moving
between the cockpit and the
foredeck is safe and easy
thanks to well-placed handrails and guardrails. Up at the

bow, the windlass and anchor
are hidden under a large
anchor hatch.
Interior Tiara’s sliding glass
saloon doors are unique. They
are cross-linked so that opening one door opens the other
door an equal amount. The
action is smooth and best of
all—thanks to being counterweighted—the doors will not
slide on their own regardless
of the amount of roll.
Inside, the styling is modern,
with an L-shaped settee/dinette, linear galley and ample
helm area. The solid teak sole,
teak and dark brown wenge
wood cabinetry blend well
with the white Ultraleather
upholstery and dark brown
mullions and helm station.
The portside settee/dinette
area fronts a table with gloss
varnished teak leaves. This
area is raised and allows for
good views out expansive
windows. To starboard is
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the linear galley with Corian
countertops, two-burner cooktop,
convection microwave, two
drawer-type fridge/freezer units
and an overhead dish cabinet. A
28-inch flat screen TV is hidden
behind the cabinet and simply
pulls out when needed.
The helm station is spacious
and its layout is exceptionally
clean—almost minimalist—with
dual 12-inch Garmin/Volvo glass
cockpit screens that do the usual
multi-function tasks and monitor
and control many of the ship’s
systems. The joystick and remote
control for the glass cockpit are
well placed so that the outside
edge of the driver’s hand can rest
comfortably against the windowsill for better control. The double
helm seat incorporates an electric
motor that lifts it up as it moves
forward. Adjacent is a sliding
glass window, which is great
for docking, though visibility
from the inside is very good all
round. A sunroof extends almost
full width, allowing for plenty
more light and ventilation. Even
though it is manual (electric is
optional), it slides easily.
Accommodation Down below
are two staterooms and a single
head. The companionway is open
to above and Tiara calls this the
“atrium.” It’s where the yacht’s
primary electrical control panels
are located. It’s also where the
optional central vacuum and
reverse cycle air conditioning
equipment are housed.
The accommodation spaces
are stylish, with a tasteful blend
of gloss white fibreglass, wenge
wood, dark brown accents, textured beige Chilewich wall treatments and carpeted floors.
The master is in the bow, with
an island queen berth, round
overhead hatch and opening
portholes to either side. There
are narrow ledges along the hull
sides, which are great for keys,
phones and other loose items.
1.The helm station is spacious and
its layout is exceptionally clean.
2. The walkaround master stateroom is stylish and practical.
3. Elegance is the name of the
game with Tiara, even in the
cockpit. 4. The full-width guest
stateroom has plenty of headroom
at its entrance.
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The bed hinges up to reveal a
very large storage area.
The head has a raised sink,
Vacuflush toilet and separate
shower stall with a glass door.
The full-width guest stateroom is aft, accessed from the
port side and tucked mostly
under the saloon, with good
headroom at its entrance
(with a skylight—and removable cover—to the saloon
above), then about four feet of
headroom elsewhere. A linear
settee against the hull can
double as an extra berth.
Overall, the fit and finish
inside and outside of the 39
was excellent. The hardware
and fixtures were all top quality and the flooring was solid
without any squeaks or give.
It is obvious that Tiara takes
pride in their workmanship.
Engine and Systems

Standard power is twin
370-horsepower Volvo Penta
IPS500 diesels with electronic
controls and steering. The
pod-drive system is controlled
by Volvo’s Joystick+ system.
The engine compartment is
accessed via a hatch in the
cockpit sole. Its layout is tidy,
but space is very tight. A 7.5
kW Onan generator is standard as is a 50-amp charger
for the seven 12-volt batteries.
Heating and cooling is provided via a standard reverse
cycle system. In our waters, a
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windshield defrost system is
essential. To address this, the
local dealer requested the factory install a custom defrost
system. To do this, they cut a
narrow slot in the fibreglass
just below the windshield and
added a fan and duct system.

The joystick is tied in with
the autopilot; slight course
changes are made by simply
twisting the joystick in the
upright position. The joystick makes turns noticeably
faster than using the steering
wheel. At speed, we leaned
as much as 30 to 40 degrees

Underway We eased out

of our tight berth at Mosquito Creek Marina in North
Vancouver with Calibre Yachts’
Huff Taylor at the joystick. He
made it look so easy. Once in
open water we transitioned
easily onto the plane. We
accelerated using the trim
tabs and then without the
trim tabs. There was only a
slight advantage to using the
manual trim tabs (halfway
down) over using no tabs at
all. This is a testament to a
well-balanced design.
The most impressive feature
of driving the C39 was the
Volvo Joystick+. Operating a
yacht at 20 or 30 knots with
a joystick may seem crazy,
but that wasn’t the case at
all. With the joystick in the
“driving” mode, the electronic
throttles still control speed,
but to turn, the driver simply
leans the joystick in the
desired direction. The further
over it is pushed, the steeper
the turn—and wow is it fast!
When the joystick is released,
the boat maintains the exact
heading at the time of release.

the
specs

LOA
12.5 m
40' 10"
Beam
4m
13' 3"
Draft
1m
3' 4"
Dry Weight
11,031 kg
24,320 lbs
Fuel
1,136 L
300 USG
Water
379 L
100 USG
Holding
144 L
38 USG
Built by
tiarayachts.com
Holland, Michigan
Sold by
Calibre Yacht Sales,
North Vancouver
604-929-0651
Alexander Marine,
Seattle
206-344-8566

in sharp turns—so steep that
we could see the water from
out of the skylight. One could
probably bury the gunwale
if one wanted. Huff Taylor
said he doesn’t use the wheel
at all. He said that the boat
tracks so well and can dodge
deadheads and other debris
so much faster that, as far as
he is concerned, a wheel is no
longer necessary, except in
the case of a pod failure. Our
turning radius at speed was
less than two boat lengths and
as one might expect with pod
drives, there was absolutely
no slipping or cavitation regardless of our acceleration or
the steepness of our turns. The
decks and windows stayed
dry and overall the C39 had a
solid, comfortable feel.
Up on the plane at 18 knots
(2,400 rpm) we were burning
67 litres per hour and getting
0.27 miles per litre (1 mpg).
As the Tiara’s engines hadn’t
yet been broken in, we could
not run at wide-open throttle.
However, Tiara’s performance
data shows a top speed of 35
knots at 3,625 rpm. During
our test, we only brought the
rpms up to 3,000, which gave
us a speed of 26 knots and
0.25 miles per litre (0.97 mpg).
The numbers showed that our
miles-per-litre was pretty well
the same whether going 18
or 26 knots, and, according to
Tiara, this is consistent to 30
knots. These are very reasonable numbers.
Concluding Remarks

While there are more and
more coupe-styled yachts with
same-level saloons, galleys
and cockpits on the market
each year, the Tiara C39 stands
out for its excellent performance, solid construction, top
quality finish and hardware.
Tiara only authorizes its dealers to give media the “official”
MSRP price, which is US
$721,475 with the Volvo IPS500
system, Joystick+ controls and
glass cockpit. For Canadian
pricing of the test boat, contact
the local dealer.
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