
HOLLAND, Mich. - November 18, 2021 – Leon Slikkers’ passion, innovation and craftsmanship were 
recognized at this year’s seventh annual Boat Builder Awards, where he received the Lifetime Achievement Award. 
The International Boat Industry and METSTRADE, the world’s biggest forum for experts in the recreational marine 
equipment industry, facilitate the awards.

Individuals, teams and supply chain partners that have 
made significant contributions to the boatbuilding industry 
are recognized by the Boat Builder Awards. The Lifetime 
Achievement Award is presented to one who has played 
an active role in the boat building industry while serving 
as a strong ambassador for boating and boating culture. 
Previous winners include Paolo Vitelli of Azimut Benetti, Robert 
Braithwaite of Sunseeker International and David King of 
Princess Yachts.

“Without our father’s vision, passion and unwavering 
entrepreneurial drive over many decades, this company, its 
rich history, and all that’s been accomplished would not have 
been possible,” said Tom Slikkers, son of Leon and CEO of 
Tiara Yachts. “He has devoted his life to this business and the 
Tiara brand will continue to carry on his legacy. As a nautical 
legend, this is well-deserved.”

Leon is undoubtedly a pioneer and a legend in the nautical world. In the mid-1950s, he sold his home to raise capital 
fund Slickcraft Boat Company, where he built mahogany runabouts. He founded his second company, S2 Yachts, in 
1974, after selling Slickcraft to American Machine and Foundry in 1969. With S2 Yachts’ expansion into powerboats, 
Tiara Yachts was born. 

The award ceremony took place on Wednesday, November 17, in Amsterdam. The evening culminated with the 
much-anticipated Lifetime Achievement Award, bestowed to Leon. Tom Slikkers will accept the award on Leon’s behalf 
at the occasion.

Tiara Yachts, headquartered in Holland, Michigan, is one of the oldest privately held boat manufacturers in the United 
States. The Tiara Yachts model line includes inboard vessels from 39 to 53 feet, in the Open and Coupe lines. Outboard 
powered Tiara Yachts models range from 34 to 48 feet in three distinct Series: Luxury Sport (LS), Luxury Crossover (LX) and 
Luxury Express (LE). For more information, please visit tiarayachts.com.

TIARA YACHTS DEBUTS NEWEST MODEL, 48 LS

HOLLAND, Mich. - February 11, 2021 - Tiara Yachts is excited to announce the launch of the 48 Luxury 
Sport. The largest outboard powered model Tiara Yachts has ever built, the 48 LS is also the first outboard 
powered model under the Tiara Yachts name. The 48 LS builds on the legacy of the LS series; social zones, a key 
area of focus in every LS model, allow for guests to choose their preferred relaxation zone. Below deck you’ll 
find accommodations for four as well as a private head.
 
Luxury is amplified from bow to 
stern through unexpected details 
and refined Yacht aesthetics. 
Forward, the bow features wrap 
around seating and reclining 
lounge. Aft, the innovative rotating 
lounge boasts multiple locking 
positions and built-in footrest. 
Deploy the terrace and expand the 
cockpit in addition to improving 
access to the water. At the helm, 
sliding doors provide a welcome 
retreat from the elements.
 
Below deck you’ll find a forward pedestal berth and private head in addition to the aft stateroom that 
features dual twin berths. The berths may be converted for more comfortable adult sleeping accommodations. 
Ultraleather and teak blended with a mix of stainless steel, detailed accent stitching and solid surfaces elevate 
and amplify the elegance of every amenity on board.

 
In partnership with Mercury, the 48 LS boasts the 
all-new Verado® V12 600hp engines. Triple V12s 
offer control and performance, combined with the 
Tiara Yachts integrated electronics package including 
Garmin Marine navigation.
 
Furthering the legacy of the Verado® engine family, 
Mercury® reimagined outboard performance to 
deliver the ultimate luxury boating experience. With 
the unwavering strength of a V12 powerhead, the

-- MORE --
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Tiara Yachts president and CEO Tom Slikkers 
accepted the Lifetime Achievement award on 

Leon’s behalf.
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